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2017 Toronto and District Championships 
June 3 and 4, 2017 

 
Commentary by Chris Brownhill (June 3 and 4): 
 
Weather is the key to any successful model airplane contest, and it is one of the many 
vicissitudes that has to be dealt with by both the competition organizer, and the host 
club. This year was no exception.  A very pleasant and flyable day was enjoyed by us 
on Saturday, and heavy rain opened the proceedings on Sunday, which made us cancel 
the second day of events until a better day arrived! Perhaps, had we had anyone come 
who had travelled a long distance on Sunday to attend, we might have stayed around 
until the weather improved.  But, thunderstorms also seemed to be in the mix later on, 
which makes flying Control Line models extremely hazardous, so the decision on 
cancellation seemed prudent under the circumstances. 
 
But, as said before the day we had on 
Saturday was a true gem! Some club 
members had worked hard during the 
week to keep the grass on the field cut 
down to a reasonable length, and the 
combat circle was cut on the Friday before 
as the City had not been able to get on to 
it with their heavy grass mowers!   Many 
thanks to all who were involved in this 
endeavour, as the contest would have not 
been possible without the members who 
participated in this field maintenance! 
 
The Profile and Fun Scale events were flown on Saturday morning on the paved circle, 
with everyone enjoying the renewed asphalt surface on the paved circle, which made 
landings and taxi maneuvers so much easier than in the past. The air was relatively 
calm, and despite a bit of light turbulence, all of the flying was accomplished without any 
of the Scale models being damaged seriously. 

 
The Profile event was flown first, with Chris Hubbard opening 
the event by flying his Fairchild Cornell trainer.  Both of his 
attempts resulted in excellent flight scores, as he has certainly 
has taken to Scale flying during the time he has spent with the 
club!  He managed to get third place in the event after the static 
judging was performed, and again demonstrated that he is 
becoming a very competent contest pilot. 
 

Chris Brownhill flew his North American Yale next, and had the good fortune of both 
nice air, and a reliable engine run.  That is not something that is always easy to get with 
this particular model, as it can be a tricky performer in rough air, or if the engine acts up! 

Doug B loading his lawn mower 

Chris H's Fairchild Cornell 



2 

Anyway, Chris guided the model to first place, and was very pleased to put it back into 
the car all in one piece.  
 
Chris Brownhill next proxy flew Gord Gimbert’s de Havilland 
DH-4, which proved a bit tentative on the first flight due to a 
wing warp that made the model fly outboard wing high for all of 
the first attempt.  The model was landed safely, with only the 
loss of the propeller, and a trim tab was fitted for the second 
attempt which sorted out the trim problem. Gord received 
second place with the above model, as it is extremely well built, 
and received the highest static score of the meet! 
 
Naomi flew her P-51B Mustang with little problem, and 
managed to garner fourth place after two solid attempts which 
showed how much her flying skills have improved over the past 
few years! 
 
Chris Hubbard again flew his Cornell in the Fun Scale event (a 
slight deviance from normal practice, but allowed this year due 
to a lower entry!) and, with some more excellent flying, took 
second place. 
 

Chris Brownhill followed with his Gloster Gladiator, the most 
reliable of his Scale fleet, and won the event by edging out 
the aforementioned Chris Hubbard. 
 
Naomi Macklem flew her P-51B Mustang again in the Fun 
Scale event, and this time managed to secure third place 
with some more excellent flying. 
 
Len Bourel proxy flew Gord Gimbert’s very pretty Spitfire 
XVIII with some excellent aerobatic flights, which showed 

the model’s speed and agility to its best advantage.  This excellent effort by Len 
managed to get Gord into fourth place in the event. 
 
Finally, Jack Nagao flew his beautiful Stinson Trimotor, but due 
to some engine problems was unable to get any complete flights 
in.  However, the orange and blue colour scheme is striking both 
in the air, and on the ground. Jack managed a beautiful “dead-
stick” landing on his second attempt, which received much 
applause from both the spectators, and the competitors! 
 

 
 

Chris B's Gloster Gladiator 

Jack N's Stinson Trimotor 

Len & Naomi 
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The Club offers its thanks to Paul Emmerson, and Keith Morgan for doing both the flight 
and static judging.  They did a great job in sorting out a good result in a very tight and 
competitive event! 
 
The LA .15 Sport Race event was flown next on the paved circle. This is a new event 
envisioned by the Club when LA .25 engines went out of production a couple of years 
ago, and it is hoped that it will revive some interest in Control Line racing, which has 
always been a Club tradition. 
 

This event requires a Scale Racing type airframe, and 
the competitor must build it from either a Sig Shoestring 
or Buster kit which is still commercially available.  Some 
modifications to the landing gear and airframe are 
allowed as described in the rules, but basically the 
model must be built without any changes to the actual 
kit dimensions. The only other change allowed is an 
optional cheek cowl, to provide for extra strength in the 
nose area. 
 

The engines used in this event are owned by the Club, and are drawn for at the start of 
the race by the competitors. After they are installed in the competitors’ models, a test 
flight or two is allowed in order for the contestants to get an engine setting.   Then the 
competition commences by drawing up the heats. 

Paul Emmerson (L) and Keith Morgan (R) 

Chris B at the pre-race briefing 
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The heats were begun with a running start, after a two minute starting period, and two 
mandatory pit stops were required to complete the 100 lap race. 

 
Naomi Macklem/Len Bourel and Stuart 
Henderson/Doug Blackmore were the first 
entries to fly a 100 lap heat in the new event.  
Unfortunately, Naomi twisted her ankle in the 
first heat while flying, and Chris Brownhill 
replaced her in the second and third heats. 
 
Dwayne Donnelly/ Stuart Henderson and 
Doug Blackmore/Len Bourel made up the 
second heat which was completed with no 
problems. 
 

The 200 Lap final required 4 pit stops for race completion, and again was begun with 
the usual running start.  The final 200 lap race was made up of teams Naomi Macklem ( 
replaced by Chris Brownhill)/Len Bourel, Dwayne Donnelly/Stuart, and Len Bourel 
(replaced by Keith Morgan)/Doug Blackmore. 
 
The final was a bit of a rugby-like scrum as 
some inexperience with racing exhibited by a 
couple of the competitors sometimes made 
things a bit interesting to be sure! There was 
little passing due to the consistency normally 
seen in O.S. engines, and the pit stops were 
generally good throughout the race. 
 
The team of Doug Blackmore and Keith 
Morgan finally emerged as the winners of the 
event with a time of 15:00:67 minutes for the 
200 laps. Dwayne Donnelly and Stuart 
Henderson finished in second place, with 
Naomi Macklem/Len Bourel finishing in third!  
(Please see the complete contest results 
following for all the heat and final times.) 
 
All in all, some refinement to the rules may be required as more experience is gained 
with this new event, but it was a good start to be sure.  It is hoped more interest will 
develop in it for the future so that Control Line racing can remain part of the Control Line 
contest scene for some time to come. 
 
The club thanks John Easton for being the race starter, and those that acted as the race 
timers. 

Doug B catching his Shoestring 

(L-R) Stu H, Chris B, Keith M 
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While Scale and LA .15 Sport Racing took place on the paved circle, FAI (F2D) Combat, 
and 80 Mph (Speed Limit) Combat was taking place on the grass nearby.  Many of the 
matches were spirited, and expertly flown which shows just how competitive this event 
has become over the years.  It is almost impossible to win by air time alone, as almost 
always are there two models in the air attempting to cut the other’s streamer during the 
time allotted for a match! 
 

In FAI (F2D) Combat, 1st place went to Maksim 
Svetlakov, 2nd to Pat Mackenzie, and 3rd to Ivan 
Mackenzie. 
 
In 80 Mph Combat, 1st place was won by Dimitre 
Valkanov, 2nd by Pat Mackenzie, and 3rd by Brad 
LaPointe. 
 

 
 

  

Combat! (Photo: Sara Ricketts - Ninjatography) 

Max 
Dimitre 
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Commentary by Doug Blackmore (July 8): 
 
We decided to fly the postponed stunt events at the July 8 Summer Stunt contest held 
at Crowland Park in Niagara Falls. We didn't actually fly separate flights. The flights we 
conducted counted for both the T & D and the Summer Stunt contest. The wind was so 
strong that some of us passed on our second flight. It was also quite variable, 
sometimes giving those less capable a distinct advantage! 

 

 
Pat MacKenzie (L), Dave Kelly (C), Peter Hanson (R) 
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SPECIAL FEATURE PHOTO SECTION 
Photos courtesy of Sara Ricketts - Ninjatography 

 

 
Chris Hubbard's Fairchild Cornell 

 

 
Chris Brownhill's Gloster Gladiator 
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Gord Gimbert’s Spitfire  

 

 
LA 15 Scale Racing Fleet - Busters and Shoestrings 
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 Jack Nagao's Stinson Trimotor Jack Nagao 

 

 
Jack Nagao's Stinson Trimotor dead sticking a landing 
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Gord Gimbert’s de Havilland DH-4 

 

 
Chris Brownhill's Gloster Gladiator 
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Naomi's P-51B Mustang 

 

 
Chris' North American Yale 
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Doug Blackmore's Shoestring 

 

 
Maksim Svetlakov preparing for combat 
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A selection of combat planes 

 

 
Yaroslav Melnikov (L) and Maksim Svetlakov (R) 
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(L-R) Peter Hanson, Walter Dordolo, Vadim Polak 

 

 
(L-R) Brad LaPointe, Yaroslav Melnikov, Ivan MacKenzie 

 
 

  



15 

SPEED LIMIT COMBAT 
Champion: Dimitre Valkanov 

 

 
Pat MacKenzie (L), Dimitre Valkanov (R) 

 

Speed Limit Combat 

Pilot Place 

Dimitre Valkanov 1st 

Pat MacKenzie 2nd 

Brad LaPointe 3rd 
 

      
 Pat MacKenzie (2nd) Brad LaPointe (3rd) 
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F2D COMBAT 
Champion: Maksim Svetlakov 

 

 
Maksim Svetlakov (L), Pat MacKenzie (R) 

 

F2D Combat 

Pilot Place 

Maksim Svetlakov 1st 

Pat MacKenzie 2nd 

Ivan MacKenzie 3rd 

 

      
 Pat MacKenzie (2nd) Ivan MacKenzie (3rd) 
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LA .15 Scale Race 
Champions: Keith Morgan (pilot) and Doug Blackmore (pit) 

 

 
Doug Blackmore (L - pit), Keith Morgan (R - pilot) 

 

LA .15 Scale Race (100-Lap Qualifying Heats) 

Entry Pilot Pit Heat 1 Heat 2 Heat 3 

Naomi Macklem Naomi Macklem Len Bourel DNF 8:25.21 6:44.00 

Stu Henderson Stu Henderson Doug Blackmore 7:20.01 6:51.74 7:09.38 

Dwayne Donnelly Stu Henderson Dwayne Donnelly 7:28.77 7:33.67 7:14.40 

Doug Blackmore Len Bourel Doug Blackmore 6:52.86 7:10.56 6:31.01 

 

LA .15 Scale Race (200-Lap Final) 

Entry Pilot Pit Final Place 

Doug Blackmore Keith Morgan Doug Blackmore 15:00.67 1st 

Dwayne Donnelly Stu Henderson Dwayne Donnelly 15:26.78 2nd 

Naomi Macklem Chris Brownhill Len Bourel 16:41.05 3rd 

 

              
2nd Place 

Dwayne Donnelly (Left - pit) 
Stu Henderson (Right - pilot) 

3rd Place 
Chris Browhnill (Left - pilot) 

Naomi Macklem (Centre - pilot) 
Len Bourel (Right - pit) 
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FUN SCALE 
Champion: Chris Brownhill 

 

 
Chris Browhnill 

 

Fun Scale 

Pilot Model Score Place 

Chris Brownhill Gladiator 109 1st 

Chris Hubbard PT-26 Cornell 103.5 2nd 

Naomi Macklem P-51B Mustang 96 3rd 

Gord Gimbert Spitfire Mk 18 94  

Jack Nagao Stinson Trimotor 57.5  

Judges: Keith Morgan, Paul Emmerson 
 

      
 Chris Hubbard (2nd) Naomi Macklem (3rd) 
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PROFILE SCALE 
Champion: Chris Brownhill 

 

 
 

Profile Scale 

Pilot Model Score Place 

C. Brownhill Yale 178 1st 

G. Gimbert DH-4 169 2nd 

C. Hubbard PT-26 Cornell 166.5 3rd 

N. Macklem P-51B Mustang 162 4th 

Judges: Keith Morgan, Paul Emmerson 
 

      
 Gord Gimbert (2nd) Chris Hubbard (3rd) 
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PROFILE STUNT 
(held July 8 at Crowland Park) 

Champion: Len Bourel 
 

 
Len Bourel 

 

Profile Stunt 

Pilot 1st Flight 2nd Flight Place 

Len Bourel 486 493 1st 

John McFayden 456 477 2nd 

Doug Blackmore 428 475 3rd 

Dave Kelly 418 447  

Chris Brownhill 222 196  

Judges: Pat Mackenzie, Peter Hanson 
Tabulator: Naomi Macklem 

 

    
 John McFayden (2nd) Doug Blackmore (3rd) 
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MAAC STUNT 
(held July 8 at Crowland Park) 

Champion: Peter Hanson 
 

 
Peter Hanson 

 

MAAC Stunt 

Pilot 1st Flight 2nd Flight Place 

Peter Hanson 575.0 564.5 1st 

Len Bourel 543.0 553.0 2nd 

Pat MacKenzie 528.5 546.5 3rd 

John McFayden 521 pass  

Judges: Dave Kelly, Chris Brownhill 
Tabulator: Naomi Macklem 

 

    
 Len Bourel (2nd) Pat MacKenzie (3rd) 
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T & D Grand Champion 2017 
Grand Champion: Pat MacKenzie 

 

 
Chris Brownhill (L), Pat MacKenzie (R) 

 
 
 

 


