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Balsa Beavers 60th Anniversary Event 
September 23 and 24, 2017 

 
Photos by Chris Hubbard, Brad LaPointe, and Doug Blackmore. 
 
Commentary by Chris Brownhill: 
 
This has been a strange year for weather.  A cool, wet spring and summer, followed by 
a warmer than average autumn brought us some of the hottest temperatures of the year 
at our anniversary event! 

 

The temperatures reached the mid-thirties during this contest, and it had a certain 
dampening effect on the fun-fly portion of the planned activities as it was truly energy 
sapping by Sunday afternoon. 

The competition side was not affected so much by the hot weather as contest flyers are 
used to performing in very warm weather, even when it arrives late in the season. 

The Limited Stunt event was held on Saturday for the benefit of our novice fliers, so that 
they might have some part in the competition.  Chris Hubbard emerged as the winner of 
the event with some very smooth flights which impressed us all, as he seemed to have 
been getting some secret practice in order to hone his skills! 

Jack Nagao and Naomi Macklem took second and third place honours, respectively, to 
finish out the scoring. 

Immediately following this event, Old Time Stunt was commenced, 
with several interesting vintage stunters being employed, and some 
good flights flown with close scoring, making it a very tight event 
indeed when the final results were tallied. 

Doug Blackmore emerged as the victor flying his “Viking” (in striking 
Hallowe’en colours) to good effect.  Len Bourel, flying a Brodak 
Ringmaster, took second place, with Keith Morgan and his colourful 
“Flying Comedian” taking the third place prize. 

The Old Time Scale event was flown next employing a set of 
experimental rules which had origins going back to the late 1940’s 
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and the old Canadian Gas Model Club, which was the predecessor of the Model 
Aeronautics Association of Canada, our current national association. 

This event nearly didn’t get included in the program due to a 
seeming lack of interest being exhibited just before the contest.  
But, when it was announced that the event would be deleted, a 
volley of emails from the membership convinced the club 
executive to run it as originally planned. 

The interesting part of this event was that no operating engine 
throttles were allowed in order to give the event some “old time” 

flavour.  So, if your model had a working throttle system, it had to be locked in the wide-
open position for “one speed only” operation. 

There were some really interesting models 
being flown.  Gord Gimbert had both a pretty 
DH Beaver, and a really nice SE-5A to enter the 
event with.  Jack Nagao had a colourful Stinson 
Tri-motor in striking American Airlines livery, 
and Naomi Macklem flew her pretty P-51 in 
RCAF markings. 

Gord Gimbert won the event with his SE-5A, 
with Len Bourel proxy flying this entry to very good effect with some interesting 
aerobatics.   Chris Brownhill took second place honours with his “Curtiss” F2C Navy 
Biplane.  In third was Chris Hubbard flying his Fairchild Cornell WWII trainer. 

 
Left to right: Peter Hanson, Stu Henderson, Walter Dordolo 

The other event of the day was F2D FAI Combat being flown on the grass circle.  There 
were some very good rounds flown during the course of the day, and the competition 
got really exciting in the final matches, as this event was also the last in the series of 
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contests used to select the F2D team for next year’s World Championships to be held in 
France. 

The winner was eventually decided to be Pat MacKenzie, followed by Yaroslav 
Melnikov, in second place, and Maksim Svetlakov in third. 

Just for the record, Doug Blackmore, and his 
daughter Elliot should be thanked for boiling 
up the hot dogs for lunch.  Donations received 
for the hot dogs amounted to $89.00, and 
became part of the $361.00 contribution made 
by the Club to the Weston King 
Neighbourhood Centre. 

On Sunday morning, the last event of our 
celebration took place.  The 500 Lap Scale 
Sport Race was in commemoration of all the 
great Rat Racing events held by the Club in 
1960’s and 1970’s. 

The old Marathon Trophy was again dusted off 
to be presented to the winner, along with special commemorative mugs which were 
similar to the ones handed out in the 1960’s at the 1400 lap Rat Race Event. 

The first 500 lap heat was comprised of Paul 
Smith/Brad LaPointe (pilot) and Chris 
Brownhill/Doug Blackmore (mechanic).   The race 
was very close with the pit men going shot for shot 
in the refueling stops to keep it all very close! 

As the air speed of the models didn’t vary much 
either, the race was decided by a mere .20 second 
margin, with Brownhill/ Blackmore emerging as the 
winners in the heat. 

The second heat was comprised of Doug 
Blackmore/Len Bourel (pilot), and Keith 
Morgan/Paul Smith (mechanic).  This heat 
was not quite as close as the first one 
described above, but Blackmore/Bourel did a 
very creditable time of 31:29:51 to win the 
heat, and the entire event! 

After the sport race, the paved circle was 
turned over to the club members for any 
sport flying they might wish to do. 

Jack Nagao impressed us all with a successful flight of his Musciano Canard, which was 
surely the highlight of the afternoon. 

Also, one of Ross Melhuish’s old sixties vintage rat racers was flown by Len Bourel to 
give us an idea of what racing planes looked and sounded like “back in the day”. 

Doug Blackmore (L), Elliot Blackmore (R) 
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All in all, it was a very successful and enjoyable meet in spite of the very warm weather.  
I don’t know when the next milestone anniversary event will be for the club, but I sure 
hope that I am there to see it! 
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A FEW PICTURES 
 

 
Left to right: Judges - Paul Emmerson, Naomi Macklem; Tabulator - Elliot Blackmore 

 

 
Paul Smith (2nd from left) and his Perky speed model and crew. 
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William's First Flight 
 

William's mom contacted us a week before the event regarding the possibility of an 
introductory flight for her son. We were happy to oblige and hope to see them next year. 
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Len Bourel (L - Pilot), Doug Blackmore (R - Pit) 

 

 
The usual combat carnage 
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Lap Counters 
 

 
Elliot Blackmore (L), Naomi Macklem (R) 

 

 
Chris Hubbard (L), Jack Nagao (R) 
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F2D COMBAT 
Champion: Pat MacKenzie 

 

 
Pat MacKenzie (L), Brad LaPointe (R) 

 

F2D Combat 

Pilot Place 

Pat MacKenzie 1st 

Yaroslav Melnikov 2nd 

Maxsim Svetlakov 3rd 

 

      
 Yaroslav Melnikov (2nd) Maxsim Svetlakov (3rd) 
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LA .15 SCALE RACE (500-LAP MARATHON) 
Champions: Len Bourel (pilot) and Doug Blackmore (pit)  

 

 
Len Bourel (L - pilot), Doug Blackmore (R - pit) 

 

LA .15 Scale Race (500-Lap Marathon) 

Entry Pilot Pit Final Place 

Doug Blackmore Len Bourel Doug Blackmore 31:29.51 1st 

Chris Brownhill Chris Brownhill Doug Blackmore 35:14.55 2nd 

Paul Smith Brad LaPointe Paul Smith 35:14.75 3rd 

Keith Morgan Keith Morgan Paul Smith 38:39.79 4th 

 

      
2nd Place 

Chris Brownhill (Left - pilot) 
Doug Blackmore (Right - pit) 

3rd Place 
Brad LaPointe (Left - pilot) 

Paul Smith (Right - pit) 
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LIMITED STUNT 
Champion: Chris Hubbard 

 

 
Chris Hubbard 

 

Limited Stunt 

Pilot 1st Flight 2nd Flight Place 

Chris Hubbard 57.75 61.5 1st 

Jack Nagao 30 50.75 2nd 

Naomi Macklem 43.5 33 3rd 

Judges: Keith Morgan, Paul Emmerson  
Tabulator: Elliot Blackmore 

 

      
 Jack Nagao (2nd) Naomi Macklem (3rd) 

 
 



12 

OLD TIME STUNT 
Champion: Doug Blackmore 

 

 
Doug Blackmore 

 

Old Time Stunt 

Pilot 1st Flight 2nd Flight Place 

Doug Blackmore 297.35 327.25 1st 

Len Bourel 323.35 321.65 2nd 

Keith Morgan 13.85 309.05 3rd 

Chris Brownhill 225.10 305.70  

Judges: Naomi Macklem, Paul Emmerson  
Tabulator: Elliot Blackmore 

 

      
 Len Bourel (2nd) Keith Morgan (3rd) 
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OLD TIME SCALE 
Champion: Gord Gimbert 

 

 
Gord Gimbert 

 

Old Time Scale 

Pilot Model Score Place 

Gord Gimbert SE-5 86 1st 

Chris Brownhill Curtiss Goshawk FIIC-
2 Biplane 

82 2nd 

Chris Hubbard Cornell 81 3rd 

Jack Nagao Stinson 68.5 4th 

Naomi Macklem P-51 47.5 5th 

Gord Gimbert Beaver 75.5  

Jack Nagao Waco 60.5  

Judges: Paul Smith, Keith Morgan 
 

      
 Chris Brownhill (2nd) Chris Hubbard (3rd) 
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TORONTO AND DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS 
GRAND CHAMPION TROPHY 

 
We took the opportunity to present this trophy (a bit late) to our 2016 and 2017 winners. 
 
 

2016 T&D Grand Champion: Keith Morgan 
 

 
Keith Morgan (L), Chris Brownhill (R) 

 

2017 T&D Grand Champion: Pat MacKenzie 
 

 
Pat MacKenzie (L), Chris Brownhill (R) 

 
 

 


