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Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon 
October 7 and 8, 2017 

 
Commentary and photos by John McFayden: 
 

Saturday morning in Burlington featured 
heavy overcast, light rain showers but flat 
calm air. And it was warm. Unlike previous 
years where toques, gloves, winter coats and 
long johns were necessary garb, this day T-

shirts and shorts were comfortable attire. Seven pilots gathered to celebrate the 
venerable Matt Kania Ringmaster.  

As Doug Blackmore assembled his sun shade to keep our chairs dry I fueled up my 
Ringmaster and with a one flip start put up the first flight of the day at 8:56 am. 

Doug, Len Bourel, Naomi Macklem, Chris Brownhill, Stunt Stu Henderson and Dave 
Kelly making his first ever Ringmaster Fly A Thon appearance then set about putting in 
some short-tank flights. The ground was wet, there was a little rain but for the early part 
of the day the wind remained very calm. 

Around noon Coby McFayden arrived at the field with a large pot of chili and fresh bread 
to refuel the pilots. 

That calm air lasted until just after lunch when the sky finally cleared, the blazing sun 
amped up the temperature and the humidity and fueled the wind. As it was 
Thanksgiving Weekend several of the pilots had to leave early for family Turkey dinners. 

The wind was very turbulent and blowing well over 30 km/hr by 2 pm. Take-offs were 
interesting and landings were adventures. The bit in the middle was best flown with lazy 
eights as keeping the model downwind was actually much safer than flying level laps 
and trying to eat up the slack that developed each trip around the upwind side. 

Naomi Macklem braved 
the fierce winds with her 
LA .15 Jr Ringmaster and 
managed a couple of 
successful afternoon 
flights. Strong winds can 
require CA when an 
unplanned landing occurs. 
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Look at the photo of Naomi launching for Len. The chairs have blown over, Len’s 
starting glove is rolling across the grass and both Len’s Ringmaster and mine behind it 
are blown sideways and the branches in the trees in the background are almost 
horizontal. For the 77th and final flight of the day Len filled the tank and did the entire 
F2B pattern. The wind was whipping the model so hard that I was expecting the model 
to shed its wings. 
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Over in Scarborough, Keith 
Morgan put his all red Ring 
through 12 flights. 

Final flight tally for Saturday 
by pilot was John McFayden 
25, Len Bourel 19, Doug 
Blackmore 15, Keith Morgan 
12, Naomi Macklem 8, Chris 
Brownhill 6, Dave Kelly 2 
and Stunt Stu 2 for a total of 
89. 

 

Sunday morning weather jn Toronto was heavy overcast, strong wind and temperatures 
in the high teens. Len and Naomi got out early and started burning in flights. 

Slowly but surely more pilots and more Ringmasters began to arrive. No less than 13 
different pilots posted at least one flight on Sunday. So many pilots and planes that Len 
and Keith moved some models to the grass circle so that they could build the flight 
count even quicker. 

As was the case on Saturday, take-
off and landing presented the 
greatest challenge due to the strong 
and gusty winds. Some very hard 
landings occurred and one really bad 
bounce landing I experienced 
snapped one of the plastic gear wire 
clips. Fortunately, Doug Blackmore 
had several spares in his extensive 
parts box and I was able to repair my 
plane and get back in the air. 

 

As if the wind was not enough to make take-off and landing tricky there were also some 
tall dandelions. On occasion a line would get snagged and cause some instant anxiety. 
Most notable was Chris Brownhill’s model doing a full power left turn into the infield.  

Jack Nagao had a few flights on both his Flying Man and 60th Anniversary Balsa 
Beaver Billboard Ringmasters while Paul Emmerson quietly shocked the crowd flying 
his blue and white electric Ring. 
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Janek Zalewski rented a ride as did Steven Renwae, Igor and Walter Dordolo. 

Other pilots braving the winds on Sunday were Doug Blackmore and Allan Diamond. 

The only serious damage observed was Keith 
Morgan’s all red Ringmaster that got slack on the 
launch and then had the wind play havoc with it. 
Some glue is required but Keith vows this plane will 
return to the circle. 

Final flight tally for Sunday by pilot was Len Bourel 
12, Keith Morgan 12, John McFayden 11, Jack 
Nagao 8, Doug Blackmore 7, Paul Emmerson 7, 
Chris Brownhill 6, Allan Diamond 5, Naomi Macklem 
2, Igor 2, Steven Renwae 2, Walter Dordolo and 
Janek Zalewski 1 for a total of 76. 

The Balsa Beavers proudly contributed 165 flights to 
the 2017 World Wide Ringmaster Fly A Thon using 
12 different models. 
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Saturday October 7, 2017  Sunday October 8, 2017 

Pilot Count  Pilot Count 

John McFayden 25  Len Bourel 12 

Len Bourel 19  Keith Morgan 12 

Doug Blackmore 15  John McFayden 11 

Keith Morgan 12  Jack Nagao 8 

Naomi Macklem 8  Doug Blackmore 7 

Chris Brownhill 6  Paul Emmerson 7 

Dave Kelly 2  Chris Brownhill 6 

Stunt Stu Henderson 2  Allan Diamond 5 

Saturday Total  89  Naomi Macklem 2 

   Igor 2 

Fly-A-Thon Totals, 2017 

Pilots Models Flights 

15 12 165 
 

 Steven Renwae 2 

 Walter Dordolo 1 

 Janek Zalewski 1 

 Sunday Total  76 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


